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Agriculture Paid Holiday Placements 
Kylie Jackson, Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network. 

 

Through a partnership with Bundaberg Christian College, 
the Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN - 
Wide Bay) and Bundaberg Canegrowers we will be piloting 
the first Paid Holiday placements in the 2019 Christmas 
Holidays. 

Background 

It is acknowledged in the industry that it is aging but there is 
a disconnected between employers needing workers and 
employers willing to work with our youth, many an ole 
school farmer reminisce about the days of the trade 
colleges, we are hoping  this program it will be the next best 
thing. 

The aim of the pilot will be to identify employment 
opportunities within businesses and provide on-the-job 
training to Students looking at the Industry as a Career 
option . 

 

What do Paid Holiday Placements look like?  

Students and businesses who engage in the program will be 
treated as a standard paid employee with the exception 
that placements will only take place during gazetted School 
Holidays. 

 

How will it work? 

Students will need to apply for the 'opportunity', be 
screened and interviewed by the employer before being 
accepted into the program.  

A calendar has been created to assign Students to hosts so 
placements can be tracked more efficiently where a student 
may be placed with more than one host throughout the 
School Year. 

Students will be supported by the School, QAWN - Wide Bay 
officer and Bundaberg Canegrowers throughout the 
program so that any other opportunities that may be 
identified can be nurtured in preparation for post school 
employment. 

 

Still in the planning stages, the pilot has 4 businesses 
committed to hosting one or more students and 
conversations have commenced in terms of pre-
employment requirements such as applying for a Tax file 
number, opening a super account, gathering banking 
information and what, if any Accredited training would 
better prepare the students for working on a producing 
farm. 


